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Untangling the State and Local Government Relationship: 
Moving Government Closer to the People 

 
Senate and Assembly Select Committees on Improving State Government 

December 15, 2009  
 

State Capitol, Sacramento, Room 437 
 12:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

 
I. Opening Remarks by Chairs and Ranking Minority Members (10 mins)  

 
 Review by Chairs of the Select Committees’ purview, agenda and process  

 
II. Overview of how the relationship between the state and local government evolved to 

what it is today. Where we are. How we got here. (20 mins) 
 

Witnesses:   
 

 Marianne O’Malley, Legislative Analyst’s Office  
 
III. Committee Member Questions of Panelist (15 minutes)  

 
IV. The City and County Perspective: Options for better aligning state and local 

government responsibilities, giving local governments greater flexibility to serve 
constituents, ensuring local governments have more fiscal stability. (1 hour)  

 
Some of the State/Local Government Issues to be Addressed Include: 
 
 How have previous efforts at realignment worked for the people who deliver services and the 

people who receive them? 
 What are the logistical challenges of realigning state and local government? 
 Should certain services and programs administered by state government be administered by 

local governments (and vice versa)?  
 How can realigning the roles and responsibilities of state and local governments for certain 

services improve the services provided? 
 How can the realignment of the responsibilities of state and local government for specified 

services bring government closer to the citizens? 
 How should revenue options to fund the respective state and local services be preserved or 

enhanced to ensure the provision of quality services? 
 What are the logistical challenges of realigning state and local government? 

 
Witnesses:   

 
 Max Neiman, Senior Fellow, Public Policy Institute of California 
 Tony Oliveira, Kings County Supervisor; President, California State Association of Counties 
 Patricia Ryan, MPA, Executive Director, California Mental Health Directors 
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 Frank Mecca, Executive Director, County Welfare Directors Association  
 Robin Lowe, Council Member, Hemet; President, League of California Cities 
 Jim Kennedy, President of the California Redevelopment Association 
 Bill Miller, General Manager of North of the River Municipal Water District; Past President, 

California Special Districts Association. 
 

V. Committee Member Questions of Panelists (30 mins) 
 

VI. Public Comments on Local Perspective (15 mins) 
 

VII. The State Budget Perspective: Options to better align responsibility, authority and 
resources in administering services for Californians, ensuring greater government 
accountability for the delivery of services and creating a better fiscal relationship 
between the state and local governments. (1 hour)  

 
Some of the State Budget Issues to be Addressed Include:  
 
 What level of government should be responsible for what programs? 
 How can the state’s budgeting system better reflect the principle that authority and responsibility 

for administering services ought to be aligned? 
 What level of government ought to set standards for program eligibility and level of service? 
 What are some different models for further realigning state and local government program 

responsibilities?  
 What kinds of services are best delivered at the local level? 

 
Witnesses:   

 
 Mike Genest, Finance Director, California Department of Finance  
 Steve Peace, fmr. Finance Director, California Department of Finance; fmr. Assemblymember 

and Senator 
 Sunne Wright McPeak, California Forward 
 Marianne O’Malley, Legislative Analyst’s Office  

 
VIII. Committee Member Questions of Panelists (30 mins) 

 
IX. Public Comment on State Budget Perspective (15 mins) 

 
 


